REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF COVERT ACTION

Although covert action was brought under ‘much tighter 1nterna1
and externa] control dur1ng the past year we neeé to keep th1s a
process under’ cont1nu1ng review. It is our be11ef that the rev1ew  ”'Z ;;:Afiff

-and approva] procedures can be 1mproved Any cons1derat1on of '{

additional steps that might be adopted should be undertaken w1th the o

following requirements in mind. .

- Foreign po]1cy objectives to be served must be
c]ear]y stated. | : .

- Po]itical risks and foreign po]icy optfons other B
than covert act1on must be carefuT?y assessed, h » 7»

-~ Intelligence assessments underlying covert action
proposa]s must be comp]ete and obJect1ve -

- To minimize the hasty conceptIOn of a covert :

- act1on~program to meet~a cr1s1s STtuat1on, prov1s1on

L i“i should be made - for cont1ngency forward pTann1ng for -
- covert action that -would ant1c1pate-fore1gn po11cy_f:m
problems suscéptibTe to covert action; _' _‘
" - Internal CIA and NSC/SCC review must refiect-
well documented policy and 1nte111gence assessment as j';
described above |
- To avoid hostile Congressiona]»action,_specia]
consideration should be given to the timing of'notification

to Congressional committees.
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You.requested this paper w1th the thougnt that
you might-use it (pass it:out).at the SCC meeting, ’ff i
now postponed to:-February 24:
‘give you:-a chance: to study this‘and decide whether
fand ho you want - to use e
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